
 
 
The Swedish version of the regulation is decided by the Vice-Chancellor. This English translation is for 

guidance only. 

 

The University of Gävle’s regulations on public defences  

and on grading of the doctoral thesis;  
 

The University of Gävle has decided the following regulations on the grading system to be used and 

on public defences and grading in other respects, on the basis of Chapter 6 Section 35 The Higher 

Education Ordinance (1993:100).  

 

Public defence  

Time and place 

1 § During the spring semester, the public defence of the doctoral thesis shall take place no later than June 15. During 

the autumn semester, the public defence of the doctoral thesis shall take place no earlier than September 1. The dates 

apply unless there are special reasons. 

The public defence shall take place on campus (at the University of Gävle), unless there are special reasons.  

 

Announcement of the public defence  

2 § The announcement of the public defence and the doctoral thesis shall be made no later than three weeks before the 

defence date.  

 

3 § At the time of the announcement, the doctoral thesis shall be published electronically. The doctoral thesis shall also 

be made available in at least three copies at the University of Gävle's library no later than the date of the defence. 

 

Chair of the public defence 

4 § The public defence shall be led by a chair who shall be employed at the University of Gävle.  

 

External reviewer  

5 § The external reviewer shall not be working at the University of Gävle. The external reviewer shall be well versed 

in the research area of the thesis and be a professor or have docent competence, unless there are special reasons that 

justify a lower merit level.  

 

 

Grading system and grading in other respects  

Grading system  

6 § The doctoral thesis shall be graded with one of the grades pass or fail.  

 

Grading  

7 § The grading shall take into account the content and quality of the thesis and the doctoral student's defence of the 

thesis.   

 

 



 
 
Examining committee 

8 § The decision on grade for the doctoral thesis is made by an examining committee. The examining committee is 

appointed separately for each doctoral thesis. 

9 § The examining committee at a public defence shall consist of three members, and one reserve member. The 

committee shall appoint a chair from among its members. All members must be professors or have the scientific 

expertise equivalent to that of a docent, unless there are special reasons that justify that one of the members has a 

lower merit level. No more than one member may be an employee of the University of Gävle. 

 

The examining committee meeting  

10 § The examining committee's decision on the grade for the doctoral thesis is made at the committee's meeting, that 

shall take place immediately after the public defence. When three members of the examining committee are present, 

the committee has a quorum.  

 

11 § The examining committee meeting is a two-step process: 

1. The first part consists of the examining committee's dialogue with the external reviewer and supervisor; the 

reserve member may also participate.  

2. The second part consists of the examining committee's deliberation and decision. The examining committee 

decides whether the external reviewer and/or supervisor may be present.   

 

The examining committee's decision  

12 § The examining committee's decision on the grade for the doctoral thesis shall be documented in minutes signed 

by all members of the examining committee. The decision of the committee shall be the majority opinion. If a doctoral 

thesis receives a failing grade, the examining committee must explain and justify the failing grade in writing.  

 

13 § Member in the examining committee may enter a reservation against the majority decision by entering a 

dissenting opinion in the minutes. Such a dissenting opinion shall be submitted in writing to the chair of the examining 

committee no later than five working days after the public defence and attached to the minutes.  

 

 

Digital participation 

14 § The University of Gävle may decide that the external reviewer and/or members of the examining committee may 

participate digitally, if there are special reasons. The decision shall be made after consultation between the doctoral 

student and the supervisor. 

 

  

These regulations enter into force on September 1, 2025.  

 

On behalf of the University of Gävle  

 

 

 
Ylva Fältholm     

Vice-Chancellor 

 

 


